It is touched upon here in relation to Leonard. His love
for Margaret might be said to have begun with her life,
and it lasted as long as his own. No thought of a second
marriage even entered his mind; though in the case of
another person, his calm views of human nature and of the
course of life would have led him to advise it.

CHAPTER XLVI
THE DOCTOR IS   INTRODUCED,   BY   THE   SMALL-POX,   TO HIS
FUTURE WIFE
Long-waiting love doth entrance find
Into the slow-believing mind.
SYDNEY  GODOLPHIN
When Deborah was about nineteen, the small-pox broke
out in Doncaster, and soon spread over the surrounding
country, occasioning everywhere a great mortality. At that
time inoculation had very rarely been practised in the pro-
vinces; and the prejudice against it was so strong, that Mr.
Bacon, though convinced in his own mind that the practice
was not only lawful, but advisable, refrained from having
his daughter inoculated till the disease appeared in his own
parish. He had been induced to defer it during her child-
hood, partly because he was unwilling to offend the pre-
judices of his parishioners, which he hoped to overcome by
persuasion and reasoning when time and opportunity might
favour; still more, because he thought it unjustifiable to
introduce such a disease into his own house, with imminent
risk of communicating it to others, which were otherwise in
no danger, in which the same preparations would not be
made, and where, consequently, the danger would be
greater. But when the malady had shown itself in the
parish, then he felt that his duty as a parent required him
to take the best apparent means for the preservation of his
child; and that as a pastor also it became him now in his own
family to set an example to his parishioners.
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